int Device Stirs 


Amateurs. Federal Agencies Concerned About Interference.. Marketing 


The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) is objecting to the FCC’s handling of the 
Prostatron, a medical device that operates at 1296 MHz. The 1240- 1300 MHz band is 
used by air traffic control radar, and by the Amateur Radio Service on a secondary basis. 

The Prostatron’s manufacturer, EDAP Technomed, has asked the FCC to waive its 
rules to permit the device to operate at that frequency. It found other frequencies medi- 
cally undesirable. In response to ARRL objections, and requests by aviation authorities 
that Prostatron meet tough requirements, the FCC has opened a new public comment 
period on the matter. 

Though it does not have the requested FCC waiver, the device is approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration. 

The Prostatron provides Trans-Urethral Microwave Thermotherapy (TUMT), which 
uses RF energy to heat the interior of the prostate, killing some cells. TUMT is a treat- 
ment for benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH), an enlargement of the prostate gland that 
causes urinary problems. 

ARRL is concerned that there is “...substantial interference potential’, from the device 
to amateur licensees, and believes that other spectrum normally available for medical de- 
vices should be used instead of a ham band. (A competing TUMT-type device, the 
Urologix T3, uses the 915 MHz Industrial, Scientific and Medical (ISM) band instead.) 

ARRL also vehemently argues that EDAP is marketing the device anyway, without 
the waiver it has requested. 

Commission authorization, which may include a waiver, is typically required to mar- 
ket RF products subject to FCC mules. Without this FCC permission, the products may be 
ordered off the market and may not be used. In egregious cases, unauthorized RF prod- 
ucts may be seized by U.S. Marshals. 

Amateurs conducting weak signal work, especially moonbounce and radio astronomy, 
have let the FCC know very clearly that they are not eager to have the device operate in 
the 1240-1300 MHz ham band. 

The Prostatron transmitter power is 60 W. which ARRL has stated would produce RF 
field strength 67 dB greater than FCC Part 18 rules permit for medical equipment in that 
band. (Continued on Page 3) 


orm 610 available 


Radio) 


With just days to spare, the new FCC Form 610 became available from the FCC’s 
forms contractor. The FCC has ordered the destruction of all previous versions of the 
form. As of 01 January the FCC will accept only the new Form 610 for all filings. Forms 
610A and 610B also have been amended. The major change in the new Form 610 isa 
certification that says the applicant has read and will comply with the new RF radiation 
safety rules that begin phasing in 01 January 1998. 

The FCC Forms Distribution Center accepts orders at 800/418-3676. That's not to say 
the new Form 610 simply has not been available until now. ARRL VEC Manager Bart 
Jahnke, W9JJ, says the ARRL/VEC sent out 43,000 copies of the revised 610 last week 
to VE teams across the country. The ARRL had copies printed earlier this fall and has 
been supplying the new forms to those who have requested them for the past six weeks. 
In addition, the ARRL now supplies a new handout, Additional Information for Ama- 
teurs Completing the New FCC Form 610, that contains a condensed version of how to 
comply with the new RF safety regulations. 
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FCC rep claims 
interference fault of 


transmitter 


(Courtesy of Ham Radio Online 
http://www. hamradio-online.com) 

An FCC representative is reported to 
have made some strange claims about 
interference and the Commission’s role 
in solving it. 

According to the Portland SBE 
Newsletter, Charlene Lagerwerff of the 
FCC’s Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau is apparently under the impres- 
sion that Cross-Modulation and other 
products of a multi transmitter site are 
solely the fault of the transmitting sta- 
tions. When asked recently about the use 
of such remedies as circulators, band- 
pass filters and RF chokes, she report- 
edly paused a bit and continued on to ar- 
gue that transmitters are putting out way 
too much power and interfering with 
everything. 

At the same meeting, James Kaplan, 
KG7FU pointed out to her that the 
ARRL and others have been pushing to 
make good engineering and design prac- 
tice the law for receiver manufacturers 
for years, and that intermodulation is a 
site management issue, not a regulatory 
one —Portland SBE News 


Congress to Force 
FCC Reorganization 


(World radio) 

The future of Amateur Radio could 
lie with a single man in Washington. 
He’s not an FCC of official but he could 
have powerful influence over how the 
Commission operates in years to come. 
In two years, the FCC could be an en- 
tirely different agency from what ama- 
teurs and others know it to be today. 
That’s the vision U.S. Representative 
Billy Tauzen has, and as head of the 
powerful House Telecommunications 
Subcommittee, Tauzen could make it 
happen 

The Louisiana Republican lawmaker 
came to prominence earlier this year 
when his subcommitteeproposed legisla- 
tion essentially banning scanner radios. 
In an interview in the broadcast trade 
publication Radio World, Tauzen says 
it’s time to do away with the old and 
bring in new ideas at the Commission. 
Tauzen indicates he’ll give the FCC a 
choice: either reorganize on its own, or 
his committee will look into doing it for 
the agency. 


Prostrate Treatment 


(Continued from page 1) 

Device may contain amateur amp; 
Which frequency is best? 

EDAP’s critics, including ARRL and 
Urologix, believe it is not the prostate that 
requires 1296 MHz but commercial con- 
venience. This is because the Prostatron is 
said to contain amateur RF equipment. 

“The waiver would do no more than to 
permit EDAP to continue to market the de- 
vice that it has been marketing illegally 
heretofore, and to utilize in the production 
thereof, low-cost amateur radio amplifiers 
for the purpose of production of the de- 
vice," 

ARRL told the FCC. “The company has 
continued to illegally market and sell the 
Prostatron devices, and to derive signifi- 
cant revenues therefrom, without the slight- 
est Commission authority to do so.” 

“The League urges the Commission to 
enjoin EDAP from continuing these unlaw- 
ful activities pending compliance with 
[FCC rules] and to cause EDAP to list all 
known installations of the Prostatron so 
that the operation of the device can be or- 
dered terminated. To do otherwise would 
be to treat certain manufacturers of RF 
products differently than others.” 

According to an article in the British 
Journal of Urology, “Electromagnetic ra- 
diation around 1000 MHz has wavelength 
and propagation properties which are suit- 
able for warming an organ the size of the 
prostate. A misconception which appears 
occasionally in the literature is that radia- 
tion at 1296 MHz has special properties 
which make it superior to other commonly 
used frequencies, i.e. 915 MHz. This is not 
true: it makes no difference whether a heat- 
ing device operates at 900 or 1300 MHz., 

The authors added that design of the mi- 
crowave antenna is what matters, not the 
frequency of operation; and that “...1296 
MHz is an amateur radio frequency, which 
ensures a good supply of standard compo- 
nents” 

Prostatron not in use—or is it? 

So far the Commission has been silent 
on the ARRL allegations that the device is 
being marketed and used without FCC ap- 
proval. According to EDAP attorney Rob- 
ert Ungar, a former FCC official, it’s 
“...perfectly legal” to put Prostatrons in 
hospitals for testing purposes, and to “line 
up potential buyers.” He called the Lea- 
gue’s position a “’misunderstanding. “ 

“EDAP would like nothing more than to 
be able to sell the devices,” he said. “They 
were placed in hospitals for test purposes. 
It’s my understanding that if one has a 
prostate problem, one can’t yet have treat- 
ment from the device.” 
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Kittitas County Search and 
Rescue Volunteers Rescue 
Injured Hiker 


The group relies on Amateur Radio for rescues in 
rugged mountain terrain 


Photos by Larry Brown, N7KGS 


Text by Ed Mitchell, KF7VY 


Larry took a number of photos of Kittitas County 


Search and Rescue (K.C.S.R.) volunteers in action this winter in 


the Cascade Mountains of Washington State. On this particular 
rescue, an injured hiker was pulled out of the mountains on 
a difficult 8 km (5 mile) hike out. 

K.C.S.R. is a volunteer organization operating under the di- 
rection of the Kittitas County Sheriff. Many of the volunteers 


are licensed ham radio operators and ham radio communications 


is used extensively during rescue missions and training opera- 
tions. Two radio repeaters have been constructed by Amateur 
Radio operators. One is located in Kittitas Valley, operating on 
the 144-148 MHz band. The other is an UHF 442 MHz system, 
with a 2 meter remote, co-located with the County Sheriff’s ra- 
dio shed at about 4,500 feet elevation. 


RCSAR RESCUE TEAM 


RETURNING WEEE 
ENLIURED FIEKER 11-27-97 


Kittitas County Search and Rescue volunteers tow an in- 
jured hiker 8 kilometers (5 miles) out of the Washington 
Cascades mountain range. First person on left is Willy Hol- 
mes, KC7NTJ,pulling the “sled”, with KC7NTQ and 


Kittitas County is a rural area with an economy based 
largely on agriculture, forest products, and Central Washington 
University. Located east of the Cascades in the middle of the 
State of Washington, the county has a population of about 
30,000 people. The City of Ellensburg is the largest community 
and is world famous for its Ellensburg Rodeo every Labor Day 
weekend in September. In spite of the rural nature of Kittitas 
County, the search and rescue group is kept busy because Kitti- 
tas County’s western boundary runs up against the eastern 
boundary of King County, with over 1.5 million residents. On 


Other hams who participated, including at base camp, 


included KI7AO, KC7IGJ, N7KGS, KC7ZYI and KC7ZYJ. 


weekends the city folk from King County spill over to enjoy the 
beautiful Cascades and Kittitas Valley - and get lost. 


WWARA Borad Appoints New 


Band Chairmen 


Two new band chairmen were appointed by the WWARA 
Board of Directors. Ed Bruette - N7NVP past WWARA direc- 
tor is now the 10 and 6 meter band chairman replacing long 
time 6 meter chairman Clay Freinwald K7CR. Mark McClain 
- N6OBY replaces Herman Entz as two meter band chairman. 

Clay, K7CR has been recently elected to a position on the 
NFCC Board of directors. As a result of his change of focus 
from the local to the national level of frequency coordination 
Clay felt that it was time for a change at the 6 meter band 
chairman's position after 22 years! 

Herman, K7PAG has been a strong asset to the WWARA 
serving as two meter band chairman for the past 5 or so years. 
Herman took on the difficult position on 2 meters and has en- 
sured that all two meter applicants have been equally and fairly 
treated. 

The WWARA Board wants to express its thanks to Clay and 
Herman for ajob WELL DONE. Thank you. 
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Flordia Pirate FM 
Radio Stations Shut 


Down 


(w5yi) 

Following the return of civil and crimi- 
nal indictments, three Tampa-area unli- 
censed micro broadcasters were raided and 
shut down by the government on Novem- 
ber 19th. The plugs were pulled on low 
power FM stations operated by Kelly Ben- 
jamin (87.9 MHz), Arthur Kobres (96.7 
MHz) and Doug Brewer (102.1 MHz.) 
Their broadcast equipment was then seized 
by armed agents of the U.S. Marshal’s 
Service and the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Doug Brewer, 43, operated “The Party 
Pirate” on 102.1 MHz from his home in 
Temple Terrace. He and other station disc 
jockeys could only watch as U.S. marshals 
rolled station equipment into a Ryder truck 
parked in his driveway. Brewer said he was 
awakened at 6:30 AM by armed U.S. mar- 
shals who handcuffed him. 

Agents then confiscated equipment from 
his home studio and gear from a remote 
van which bore the “102.1 FM Pirate Ra- 
dio” insignia. They also brought a crane to 
dismantle and haul away his 150 foot 
tower. Some of the equipment confiscated 
was ham radio gear. Brewer, who holds a 
General Class ham ticket and call sign 
KC4HAZ, operates several amateur radio 
repeaters in the Tampa area. 

Known on the air as Craven Moorehead, 
Brewer harassed FCC officials on-and-off 
the air for some two years. The government 
had earlier ordered him off the air and 
when he refused, Brewer was socked with 
a $1,000 fine which he refused to pay. His 
FM pirate broadcast operation even at- 
tracted the attention of the Wall Street Jou- 
mal who did a front page story on his 
operation. 

The FCC’s agent-in-charge of the 
Tampa field off ice, Ralph Barlow was 
quoted in the article as saying, ‘’Sooner or 
later, 1°11 nail him.’ On November 19th, he 
did. But Brewer wasn’t off the FM air- 
waves long; his broadcasts on 102.1 re- 
turned less than a week later in conjunction 
with a nationwide protest against the FCC. 

Kelly Benjamin, age 22, operated on 
87.9 MHz as “Kelly Kombat” from Semi- 
nole Heights. He called his station “87 A.” 
Assisted by several volunteers, his sched- 
ule consisted of such programs as “Poetic 
Terrorism” and 

Kombat Zone." After finding marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia, Benjamin was ar- 
rested on drug charges and later released 
on $1,000 bond. 


Arthur “Lonnie “Lutz Man” Kobres, age 
53, was charged with a 14-count criminal 
indictment for operating “Lutz Community 
Radio” on 96.7 MHz without a license. He 
was later released on a $25,000 bond. 
Kobres said he is seeking a Congressional 
inquiry on the government raid and a legal 
defense fund has been started on his behalf. 

The station was first visited by FCC 
agents in the fall of 1995 but he ignored the 
warning and continued his low power 
broadcasts. On March 7, 1996, Federal 
Marshals and FCC agents raided and con- 
fiscated his station equipment. He was 
back on the air the following day. 

The latest crackdown on unlicensed 
broadcasting has drawn praise from the 
Tampa broadcast community. Drew Rash- 
baum, vice president and general manager 
of five radio stations, including WHPT 
102.5 on the FM dial in Tampa applauded 
the raids and equipment seizures. 

Citing interference and confusion to lis- 
teners, it was Rashbaum who filed the 
original complaint against Brewer last year. 
The FCC also said that illegal FM broad- 
casts have the potential to create a safety 
hazard by jamming aircraft and public 
safety transmissions. 

Tampa, Orlando and Miami continues to 
be a hotbed of unlrcensed FM broadcast 
operation. Most broadcast industry execu- 
tives believe that the raids will continue for 
some time to come. 

Another Tampa FM pirate operating on 
99.1 MHz is under city investigation for 
violating zoning and city code ordinances. 
The FCC and U.S. Attorney’s Office could 
be visiting that station next. 


Ken Jackson, K7PZX -A 
Silent Key 


Da vid Schleining 
Kenneth Howard Jackson, K7PZX, 66, 
passed away on February 6, in Puyallup af- 
ter a brief illness. 


Ken was born in Ellensburg, WA in 
1931 and is survived by his wife, Kathryn 
Schleining Jackson, a son, Steven Jackson 
of Puyallup, his mother, Irma Jackson of 
Walla Walla, sisters Nancy Slaven of 
Walla Walla and Elsie Staino of Portland, 
OR. Also survived are grandchildren, 
Shaun and Breana Jackson of Idaho, two 
stepdaughters NanSea Welsh and Janice 
Nielsen a stepson David 

Schleining, 5 step-grandchildren and 5 
step-greatgrandchildren. 

An avid amateur radio operator for over 
38 years, he was loved by all. He never met 
a stranger; everyone was his friend. He was 
a very loving man who would give the shirt 
off his back to a perfect stranger in need. 
He enjoyed the outdoors, camping, and of 
course, amateur radio, which was his life. 
He was a Methodist. He was in the Navy 
and a veteran of the Korean War. 

He was a member of the Puyallup Ea- 
gles, the Mike and Key Amateur Radio 
Club of Renton, of which he was one of the 
founding fathers, serving as a Trustee for 
many years. He was active in King County 
Civil Defense activities and served as a 
King County Radio Officer for many years. 
He was also a past President of the NW 
Country Cousins, Western Country Cous- 
ins, and the Rebels, all associations dedi- 
cated to volunteer amateur radio public 
service. He participated in the Military 
Amateur Radio Service, relaying messages 
for troops stationed overseas. He was re- 
tired from Toledo Scales of Seattle. 

Ken will be missed by all who knew 
him, particularly his witty sense of humor, 
smiling face and laughing eyes. 

Memorial services were held on 
Thursday, February 12, at 11:00 AM at the 
Hill Funeral Home Chapel in Puyallup. If 
desired, remembrances may be made to the 
Mike and Key Radio Club or the First 
Chnistian Church, PO Box 1244, Hamilton, 
Montana, 59840. 


Western Washington Amateur 


Please find enclosed 
Dollars for 


Name 


Address 


City /St 


Phone 


Relay Association 


dollars for Years Dues at $12/yr and 
Copies of WWARA’s NW Rptr Directory at $6/ea 


Call Freq 


Zip 


Email 
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TOWER LAW SUCCESS: 
CHALK ONE UP FOR 
AMATEUR RADIO 


(newsline) 

Hams in Mason Couhty, Washington, 
won't be encumbered by a telecommunica- 
tions ordinance that would have restricted 
the height of ham radio towers to 70 feet 
and imposed other regulations. Andrew 
Forsberg, WV7M, of Grapeview, reports 
that several hams in the largely rural 
Western Washington county (population 
approximately 30,000) cited federal pre- 
emption over local regulation of Amateur 
Radio activities as well as the hobby’s 
public service dimension to get the County 
Board of Commissioners to exclude ham 
radio from the new law last month. 

Forsberg says that, as originally drafted, 
not only would tower heights have been 
limited to 70 feet, but building-mounted 
towers could not have been more than 20 
feet tall. It also would have held the height 
of vertical antennas (called “whips” in the 
proposed regulations) to 15 feet. In addi- 
tion, the proposed law would have required 
landscaping to hide a tower and lot set- 
backs equal to a tower’s height—some- 
thing often impossible on a small, 
residential lot. 

Forsberg said that, at first, the drafters 
of the new ordinance “seemed to be un- 
moved by Amateur Radio considerations.” 
In addition to federal preemption, the 
county hams pointed out the connection 
between a good antenna system and ham 
radio’s public service contributions—in an 
area subject to floods, earthquakes, power 
outages during winter storms, and even 
volcanic activity). Commissioners “began 
to soften their position,” Forsberg said. 

“By the time the vote was taken, the 
commissioners were well-informed of our 
position and were commending Amateur 
Radio for its outstanding contributions to 
the community,” he said. 


Tower Permiting Eased 
In a related story Juneau ham radio 
towers can be put up with only a building 

permit. 

The Juneau Assembly unanimously 
agreed to ease permitting requirements on 
amateur radio towers over 35 feet Monday 
night. 

The city should make it easy to put up 
radio towers because ham radios may be 
one of the only ways to communicate dur- 
ing a disaster that shuts down phone lines, 
said Mayor Dennis Egan. 


K7PF Receives Award 


K7PF, Phill Ferrell received an award 
from MontieSimpson, KB7RID on behalf 
of the Kitsap County ARES group. Phill 
had offered the use of his 146.88 Seattle 
Repeater to the Kitsap county ARES for 
emergency operations until they had their 
repeater up and munning. 

Apparently the 88 repeater was pressed 


Phill Ferrell - K7PF receving 
appreciation award from Montie 
Simpson - KB7RID 


into service during the recent Kona apart- 
ment fire in Bremerton. At the presenta- 
tion Phill again offered the use of the 88 
repeater as a back-up to the ARES re- 
peater. 


Repeater vs. Repeater 
vs. FCC 


World Radio 


A repeater group that says ys another 
repeater is interfering with its system ha s 
filed a petition to the FCC for the issuance 
of a “Show Cause Order” aimed at getting 
that system taken off the air. The Mon- 
mouth County Repeater Association of As 
bury Park, New Jersey, says that the issue 
is that of codifying Amateur Radio re- 
peater coordination and the right to operate 
a coordinated repeater free of inter ference 
from an uncoordinated repeater. 

The Monmouth County group operates 
a 2M repeater system under t he call sign 
WB2ABT on 146.646 MHz out. Another 
repeat er group called SPARK operates the 
WA3MUP repeater on the same frequency 
pair about 100 miles away in Bangor , 
Pennsylvania. Each area is serviced by a 
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different repeater coordination body. The 
Monmouth County Repe ater Association 
contends that SPARK is an uncoordinated 
machine. SPARK says it is fully coordi- 
nated. 

I n December 1996, the FCC’s Compli- 
ance and Information Bureau ordered the 
WA3MUP system to immediately cea se 
operation. SPARK’s response was to re- 
quest an investigation of a possible con- 
spiracy between the Monmo uth County 
Repeater Association and its coordinator in 
misrepresenting the facts in the case to the 
|i] @ Ge 

Now the Monmouth County group has 
raised the stakes. It has hired Washington 
DC Communications Attomey John 
McVeigh, KD4VS, to represent it. 
McVeigh’s first action is the filing of the 
Show Cause petition along with a demand 
that the Commission address certain key is 
sues. These include a direct and unambigu- 
ous ruling as to whether or not volunteer 
frequency coordination of repeaters in the 
Amateur Radio service holds any legal 
standing. Also, if called upon to do so, will 


| the FC C enforce section 97.205(c) of its 


rules. That section says a non coordinated 
repeater holds the primary re sponsibility to 
resolve the interference that it cau ses to a 
coordinated repeater. 

In essence the Monmouth County Re- 
peater Association is taking the position 
that most expected the newly formed Na- 
tional Frequency Coordinators Council or 
the ARRL would assume - that of getting 
the FCC to state unambiguously the need 
or the lack of need for repeater frequency 
coordinatio n in the Amateur Radio Service 
and gives the Commission absolutely no 
room for an indecisive response. 

No matter what the FCC decision, this 
small club in New Jersey has put itself into 
the position of a de facto single point of 
contact on repeater matters to the FCC, 
thus setting a precedent that will affect the 
day-to-day op eration of every repeater op- 
erating in the United Sta tes -Several 
sources including the MCRA Filing 


Seattle VHF AM grows 
(Artl) 

6 Meter and 2 Meter AM is making a 
comeback up in Seattle, Washington, ac- 
cording to Pat, K7YIR. He recently posted 
to the VHF Reflector the following list of 
monitoring times and frequencies that have 
taken root in his area: 

Sunday 2000 pst 50.4 MHz 

Tuesday 2000 pst 144.4 MHz 

Wednesday 2000 pst 50.4 MHz 

Thursday 2000 pst 144.4 MHz 

Pat adds that he usually calls and listens 
and does operate for a 30 minute window. 


USA and Canada May 
Privatize Amateur 
Radio in 1998 


By Ed Mitchell, KF7VY, Ham Radio 
Online Exclusive, 7 February 1998 


Buried in the Federal Communications 
Commission’s 1998 rule making agenda is 
an item to consider “privitization” of the 
Amateur Radio Service: “Seek comment 
on amending Parts 0, 1, and 97 of FCC 
Rules to privatize further the administra- 
tion of the Amateur Radio Services and to 
simplify the licensing process.” This could 
mean mean turning over additional aspects 
of license examinations, the issuing of call- 
signs and licenses, and potentially even en- 
forcement proceedings, to a private 
corporation. The FCC’s comments are bur- 
ied in this FCC News Release. Meanwhile, 
the January 30th edition of Amateur Radio 
Newsline reports that Industry Canada is 
planning a similar proposal, while retain- 
ing government authority to regulate the 
Amateur service. In the Canadian proposal, 
the private corporation that takes over 
management would be permitted to charge 
administrative fees. (Thanks to WB6BNQ 
for numerous tips on this and other hap- 
penings.) : 


147.20 Update 


After about eight months of letter writ- 
ing, calls, and encouragement no commu- 
nication has taken place between Fred 
Allman - WA7HSJ, Carl Shoemaker - 
WA7TYCM and Pete Policani - K7PP. In 
our last update we told you that Pete had 
written a letter to Fred offering to meet 
with him “any time any where” to discuss 
the different interference problems. But, as 


WTCI Gate Marker On Scappose 


this date no one has heard from Mr. All- 
man. 

We also told you about the law suit Mr. 
Allman threatened Mr. Rider of the IACC 
with. It is our understanding that Mr. 
Rider has been seeking advise from coun- 
cil and will be responding to Mr. Allman 
soon. 

In an interesing twist to the saga, the 
145.15 repeater in Olympia is now receiv- 
ing iterference in its general area of cover- 
age from a repeater id’ing itself with 
WAZTHSJ. Yes, another Mr. Allman spon- 
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sored repeater. Back in 1995 Mr. Allman 
agreed that if allowed to place a cochannel 
repeater on 145.15 he would protect the 
Olympia repeater by having no coverage 
north of Mary’s comer exit on I-5 (hwy 
12). 

Several WWARA members have trav- 
eled the I-S corridor and have verified that 


Empty Enclosure 


the ‘HSJ’ signal can be heard interfereing 
with the Olympia .15 repeater as far north 
as Centrailia and can be heard and worked 
as far north as exit 128 Tillicum. Suspi- 
cions were raised that Mr. Allman is no 
longer operating the 145.15 repeater from 
Scappose. 

K7PP volunteered to verify and docu- 
ment any operation of 145.15 at Scappose. 
On January 31, 1998 Pete and Bruce 
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Scapoose Main Facility Antennas 
and Tower 


KC7UXO traveled to Scappose and found 
the WTCI site identified with a WTCI label 
on the gate. This is where Mr. Allman’s re- 
peater was suppose to be. A survey of the 
site revealed an abandoned high band an- 
tenna and enclosure with no other amateur 
antennas identified on any of the other tow- 
ers or structures. Signal strengths were 
strong but not strong enough to be originat- 
ing from Scappose. 


Se reterate te! 


ds 


Bridge of the Go 


In their attempts to try and identify the 
general location of Mr. Allman’s 145.15 
repeater they traveled up the Columbia 
gorge and found that the closer they got to 
the Bridge of the Gods the stronger the sig- 
nal got. At the Bridge of the Gods the sig- 
nal was very strong and was stronger on 
the Washington side of the river lending to 
the belief that the repeater was located in 
the hill south of the bridge on the Oregon 
side. This information is being forwarded 
to ORRC for their action. 


Repeater Sites 


“See: 


East Tiger Mountain 
Photo by Jon Marcinko 


Any one know where this site is located? 


Your are invited to send in your photos of repeater sites for publication in The 
Coordinator. Send your photo to: WWARA Photo’s PO Box 65492 Port Ludlow, WA 
98365-0492 or you can email them to WWARA@radiolink. net. 


Original Buck 
Mountain Antenna 
Rack 
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Enforcement Task 
Formed by ARRL 


(Arrl Bulletin) 


In response to repeated member com- 
plaints of malicious interference and the 
use of foul language on the amateur bands, 
the Board established an Enforcement Task 
Force to push for better rules enforcement 
from the FCC. Vice President Joel Harri- 
son, W5ZN, will chair the 10-member 
panel. Other members include President 
Stafford, Directors Joe Falcone, N8TI, 
Frank Fallon, N2FF, Kay Craigie, WT3P, 
Fried Heyn, A6WZO, and Marshall Quiat, 
AGOX, Vice President Hugh Turnbull 
W3ABC, General Counsel Chnis Imlay, 
W3KD, and Field Services Manager Rick 
Palm, K1CE. The Task Force will oversee 
and work closely with the Amateur Auxil- 
iary and make recommendations to the 
Board on enforcement issues. 

The ARRL also will ask the FCC fora 
declaratory ruling to put teeth into the 
voluntary band plan concept. The League 
wants the FCC to affirm that any operation 
that conflicts with established, voluntary 
band plans and causes interference or 
adversely affects those operating in 
accordance with applicable band plans “is 
not good amateur practice’’ and would be 
considered a rules violation. 


Editors Note: The WWARA has posted 
the band plans used in the northwest on its 
web page http://members.aol.com/wwara. 


Meeting Notice 


The next WWARA General Member- 
ship meeting will be April 4, 1998 at the 
Edmonds Park And Recreation Building 
Room 302 at 10 am. The Secretary will 
be available before the meeting for misc. 
Business. 

The Riverside Inn, the location of our 
normal general meetings has gone some re- 
modeling. Apparently the area we used to 
occupy is being turned into a black jack ta- 
ble area. 

The Edmonds Park and Recreation bild- 
ing is located at 700 Main Street, Ed- 
monds. Straight up the hill from the ferry 
dock. 

See you there! 


FEBRUARY 5, 1998 
BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES 


The Feruary 5, 1998 board meeting was 
held a the Paradise Bay Community Club 
in Jefferson County. The meeting was 
called to order at 7:10pm by chairman 
WR7V. Introductions were made and a 
sign in sheet was passed around. Those 
present were: Mark McKibbin - WR7V, 
Nancy McKibbin - KB7BJE, Al Burleson - 
K7HW, Mike Crawford - WB7DFQ, Peter 
Dahl - WA7FUS, Herman Entz - K7PAG, 
Matt Kula - KJ7HS, Jon Marcinko - 
W7FHZ, Steve Mayes - KA7PMC, Bob 
Lewis - KC7TGA, Phil Ferrell - K7PF, 
Pete Policani - K7PP, Ed Bruette - 
N7NVP, Monte Simpson - KB7RID, Mark 
McClain - N6OBY, Clay Freinwald - 
K7CR, Ken Rau - K7YR. 


The minutes of the December 6, 1997 
were approved as printed. A financial re- 
port was read by the treasurer and ap- 
proved. Financial records were available 
for members to review. 


ADJACENT AREAS 


BC - Mark has been communicating 
with George Merchant. Data was supplied 
for the 1998 directory promptly. Mark said 
that all future correspondence with BC - 
should be sent to George Merchant. 


IACC - Mark has been communicating 
with Doug Rider regarding the 147.20 is- 
sue. Doug supplied us with data for the di- 
rectory. 


ORRC - There has been some commu- 
nication with Ron Polluconi the region 2 
coordinator regarding Fred Allman and the 
147.20 issue. K7PF reported that a co- 
channel 146.88 repeater is testing in Rain- 
ier Oregon. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 


6/10 Meters - The board approved a new 
repeater coordination on 29.62 to AA7UJ 
in Woodinville with a 110.9 Pl tone. The 
board approved a move of the 53.21 re- 
peater to N7NVP in Bremerton. The board 
approved a new repeater coordination of 
53.59 to KA7PMC on Haystack Mtn. 


2 Meters - The board tenatively ap- 
proved a new co-channel repeater coordi- 


‘< s 


nation on 145.43 to K7OE in Silverdale, to 
be effective 2/20/98 if no interference com- 
plaints have been recieved by the end of 
the 60 day test period. The board approved 
a coordination for a remote transmitter in 
Seattle on 146.96 to KI7IQ. Herman re- 
ported that he had given permission for a 
60 day test period for a low level repeater 
on 146.94 to K7HW in Tacoma. Testing 
was granted for a new 145.15 repeater to 
K7PP in Astoria. K7IYN is still having in- 
terference from BC on his 147.22 repeater. 
Herman reported that he has made serveral 
attempts to get a response from BCARCC, 
but has had little success. Herman further 
reported that ORCC has given the ok to test 
a new 145.47 repeater in Portland. Herman 
has notified the Capital Peak Group so that 
they could monitor for interference. Monte 
Simpson presented K7PF with a certificate 
on behalf of the Kitsap Co Ares group for 
the unconditional use of the 146.88 re- 
peater for their emergency activities. 


220 - Peter reported that N7NFY’s 
224.24 repeater on Haystack is operational 
with a temporary antenna. The board 
agreed not to coordinate until the repeater 
is in its final configuration. The board ap- 
proved the move and assignment of the 
224.10 repeater to K7MJ in Monroe. Test- 
ing was granted for a digital repeater on 
224.62 to N8GNJ in Woodinville. 


440 - Jon reported that K7TGU has 
asked for a testing extension on 442.375 
Baldi. WA7NTF has been out of town and 
will get the 444.550 Baldi repeater on as 
soon as weather permits. The board ap- 
proved a move and assignment of the 
443.225 repeater to K7MJ in Monroe. The 
board approved a move and assignment of 
the 443.025 repeater to N7NVP in Bremer- 
ton. Jon reported that there are some other 
test periods granted that have not begun 
yet. 


900/1.2 - No News 
OLD BUSINESS 


The board appointed the following band 
chairmen for 1998. 

900/1.2 - K7PF 

440 - W7FHZ & K7YR 

220 - WA7FUS 

2 Meters - NOOBY 

6/10 Meters - N7NVP 

Technical - KA7PMC 


An update to the 147.20 interference 


was given. The board was updated on the 
situation between Fred Allman and Doug 
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Rider. Fred has threatened to sue Doug. 
Doug has been working on a response. 

The WWARA has recommended to Doug 
that he decoordinate Fred until such time as 
the interference issues are addressed. Pete 
Policani is doing everything possible to so- 
licite a response from Fred, including send- 
ing mail through Jim Hart . 

The question was posed of how does the 
WWARA support K7PP in his endeaver to 
resolve the interference? We have sent a 
letter to Doug Rider requesting he do 
something to resolve the situation. We 
have sent a letter to Fred soliciting his par- 
ticipation in the resolution of the interfer- 
ence. 

Pete suggests that we enforce all bylaws 
and policies, then decoordinate those who 
choose not to play by the rules. He also 
suggests that all adjacent areas support 
each other in these type of decisions. 
There is a need to come up with a recipni- 
cal agreement with adjacent areas to ac- 
complish this task. 

Clay recommended that when there is 
an interference complaint that we have an 
independant verification of the interference 
other than those individuals involved. 

In the 147.20 interference case 
KA7PMC will verify the complaints valid- 
ity. 

It was suggested that we continue to 
press Doug Rider on Pete’s behalf. 

There will be a MACC meeting in Kan- 
snas City in April. The board has agreed to 
spend the money to send to representatives. 

Clay be a newly elected NFCC board 
member gave a detailed report of the 
NFCC happenings. There is a lot of politi- 
cal stuff going on on the remailer. Boiled 
down to the nuts and bolts, the NFCC 
board is working on getting a consensous 
on coordination standards and an applica- 
tion for membership form passed by a ma- 
jority vote of the NFCC. 


Next meeting April 4th 10:00am at the 
Edmonds Park and Recreation Building 
700 Main Street, Edmonds. 


Meeting Adjourned 9:50pm 
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THE WESTERN WASHINGTON AMATEUR RELAY ASSOCIATION 
SERVING REPEATER OWNERS AND USERS SINCE 1976 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 1997 _ 


POSITION NAME "CAEL PHONE 
Chairman Mark McKibbin WR7V 360 437-0718 
Vice Chairman Ken Rau K7YR 425 222-7711 
Secretary/Treas. Nancy McKibbin KB7BJE 360 437-0718 
Representative #1 Steve Mayes KA7PMC 425 558-9525 
Representative #2 Mark McClain N6OBY 425 881-9389 
Representative #3 Al Burleson K7HW 253 474-9023 
Representative #4 Clay Freinwald K7CR 253 939-1414 
STANDING COMMITTEES: 

Technical Steve Mayes KA7PMC 425 558-9525 
Membership Ken Rau K7YR 425 222-7711 
Coordinator Editor Mark McKibbin WR7V 360 437-0718 
Data Base Mgr Mark McKibbin WR7V 360 437-0718 
10 & 6 Meters Ed Bruette N7NVP 360 698-0917 
2 Meters Mark McClain N6OBY 425 881-9389 
220 MHz Peter Dahl WA7TFUS 425 778-3581 
440 MHz Ken Rau/Jon Marcinko K7YR/W7FHZ 425 222-771 1/566-9049 
900/1200 Phil Ferrell K7PF 360 437-2684 


Please feel free to contact your WWARA officials at any time for additional information about the Association. The COORDINATOR is published 6 times a year 
and mailed to all parties having a WWARA coordinated system as well as those whom are paid USER members. Dues are $12 per calendar year. The Coordinator is 
published BIMONTHLY. Address all formal correspondence and requests for coordination to: Visit the WWARA’s web site at hitp.//wywow.radinlink.netawwara 
Western Washington Amateur Relay Association 
PO Box 65492 
Port Ludlow, WA 98365-0492 


